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Board of Zoning Appeals
General Information
In order to provide a better understanding of the appeals process, we have compiled answers to the most frequently asked questions.  Any questions regarding the appeals process can be directed to the Development Services Office at (740) 393-2033 or the Zoning Enforcement Officer at (740) 393-9520.

How much does it cost?  A deposit of $75.00 is required to schedule a hearing.  Costs incurred will include postage and the publication of the notice for the hearing.  Applicants are billed for costs in excess of the deposit.

How much time do I have to file for a hearing?  Once you have received notice of the decision of the Zoning Enforcement Officer, you have twenty (20) days to file with the Board of Zoning Appeals.  If you exceed this time limit, your original application will be void and you must file a new application.

How long does it take to have a hearing once I file the application?  The Board of Zoning Appeals meets on the first and third Wednesdays of each month at 5:00 pm.  The Zoning Code requires that notice of the public hearing be published ten (10) days prior to the hearing.  The Mount Vernon News requires three days of lead-time prior to publication of the notice.  From the time you apply to your actual hearing date will generally be three weeks.  The Board must hold a hearing within thirty (30) days of the receipt of an application for hearing.

What do I have to file with my application?  What additional documents you will need to file depends on the type of hearing you are requesting.  Your application for the hearing will be accompanied by information detailing what you would need to submit.

How will I know when the hearing will be held and do I have to be there?  A copy of the notice (as it is sent to the Mount Vernon News) will be mailed to you.  The notice gives the date, time and location of the hearing as well as citing the nature of the request.  The Board asks that the applicant or their representative appear at the hearing to answer any questions and provide information on the request.  The Board may deny your request if no one represents you at the hearing.

When will I know the Board’s decision?  By Code, the Board must take action within thirty (30) days after the public hearing.  In most cases, the Board will give their decision at the hearing.

What if I don’t agree with the decision?  You have the right to appeal the Board of Zoning Appeals decision.  This must be done through the Common Pleas Court.  This appeal must be made within ten (10) days of the Board’s written decision.
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