	WATER CONSERVATION TIPS


	1. Faulty plumbing in a commode tank will cause double, or sometimes higher usage. Leaks in a toilet can be detected by dropping a few drops of food coloring in the tank. If color appears in the bowl within 30 minutes, you have a leak.
2. Invest in a water-saver showerhead. It is possible to reduce water usage in the shower from 6-8 gallons per minute to 2.5 gallons per minute. Bathe with the bathtub only 1/3 full.
3. Get organized. Brush your teeth first while waiting for water to get hot, then shave after filling the basin. 
4. If you have a dishwasher or a washing machine, remember to make sure you have full loads before beginning a wash cycle.
5. Make use of reclaimed water. When you are finished with dishes or cleaning, use rinse water to water plants inside and outside.
6. Make sure you have a functional sprayer with off/on switch attached to your outside water hose. Water in the early morning or evening. If you water during the day you will lose as much as 30% of your water evaporation. Several short watering sessions are better than a single long one. Lawns can only absorb so much water. It is better to do three 10-minute sessions than one 30 minute watering. This will avoid water "run-off".
7. When you water lawns, micro and drip irrigation or soaker hoses are the most water efficient methods to use. Since watering hoses can pour approximately 600 gallons or more of water in a few hours, don't forget to turn them off. If you need a reminder, use the timer on your kitchen stove.
8. Think before you hose down your sidewalk. A broom can clean debris from this area just as easily as the garden hose.
9. Wrap your hot water lines with insulating foam or tape. This will retain heat in the lines coming from the hot water tank.
10. Report all significant water losses to the City Water & Wastewater Office immediately (broken pipes, open hydrants, water in areas where you feel it should not be).
Consciously think about these tips and share them with your friends. Water is a valuable resource. Every drop counts and every consumer can make a difference!


