	An Education on Backflow Prevention & Cross Connection


	In June of 1998, in compliance with Ohio EPA, the Mount Vernon Water and Wastewater Department began a backflow prevention program. Within the past year, we have been surveying industrial/commercial establishments for backflow protection. We would like to take this opportunity to briefly explain the backflow program to all our consumers.

First you need to understand the definition of our two main terms:

1. Cross-connection - any arrangement whereby backflow can occur.

2. Backflow - the flow of water or other liquids, mixtures or substances into the distributing pipes of a potable water supply from any source other than the intended source of water supply. In simpler terms, it is the reversal of the normal flow of water through your pipes. 
Under normal circumstances, pressure going into your home averages 40 pounds or greater. In the case of a break in a water line, the City's pressure is reduced and there is a danger that water can be back-siphoned (or pulled back) through the system. If you have cross-connections to the City's water supply, that water or contaminants can be pulled back through the piping in your home and into the City main.

Example: A running water hose connected to an outside spigot could cause a problem if it were attached to a jar of weed killer, left in a child's swimming pool or dropped into a soapy bucket of wash water.

You could, in essence, drink what comes from your back yard. In order to safeguard your home in this instance, you should install an atmospheric vacuum breaker on any hose connected at your home. This simple vacuum breaker costs approximately $5-$7 and would be worth every penny. They may be purchased at your local hardware stores.

Other concerns should be any chemicals having direct connection to the water lines, such as photographic equipment, eductors of any kind (i.e. soap), direct connection to garbage disposal, or any source of water other than the City's potable water supply.

If you would like further information on our backflow program, please feel free to phone our office at 740-393-9504 with question.


